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Your step-by-step journey to owning  
your first home.



Buying your first home is one of the most exciting milestones in life – but it can 
also feel overwhelming. At John Minnis Estate Agents, we’re here to make the 
process clear, simple, and as stress-free as possible.

1. Work Out Your Budget

Speak to a mortgage adviser to understand what you 
can afford. Consider not just the purchase price, but also 
stamp duty (if applicable), legal fees, surveys, moving 
costs, and any renovations.

2. Get a Mortgage Agreement in Principle (AIP)

An AIP shows sellers and agents that you’re a serious 
buyer. It’s usually valid for 60–90 days.

3. Start Your Property Search

Register with John Minnis Estate Agents so we can 
match you to suitable homes. Think about location, size, 
condition, and must-have features.

4. View Properties

Take notes and photos. Don’t be afraid to ask questions 
about the property and area.

UNDER STANDING THE BUYING PROCESS

is guide explains: 
• The key steps in buying your first home

• What you’ll need to prepare
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5. Make an Offer

Once you’ve found “the one,” we’ll guide you through 
making a competitive yet realistic offer.

6. Offer Accepted – Time for Solicitors & Surveys

Instruct a conveyancing solicitor to handle the legal 
work. Book a property survey (your mortgage lender 
will require a mortgage survey).

7. Finalise Your Mortgage

Send your lender the property details and survey 
results. They’ll issue a formal mortgage offer.

8. Exchange Contracts

Once legal checks are complete and the mortgage is in 
place, you’ll sign contracts and pay your deposit! 

9. Completion Day – Get the Keys!

The balance is paid, ownership transfers, and you can 
collect your keys from us.

• The process from viewing to getting the keys

• A handy checklist to keep you on track



First-time Buyer  
Checklist

Saved deposit & budget calculated

 Mortgage Agreement in Principle obtained

 Signed up for John Minnis Estate Agents 

and Homes NI mailing list

 Viewed potential properties

 Offer made and accepted

 Solicitor instructed

 Survey booked

 Mortgage offer received

 Contracts exchanged

 Completion day – keys collected

KEY THINGS TO 
PREPARE BEFORE  
YOU START
Deposit – Typically 5–10% of the purchase price, 
but the more you have, the better your mortgage 
rate may be.

ID & Proof of Address – Required for mortgage 
applications and legal checks.

Proof of Earnings – Payslips, bank statements, tax 
returns (if self-employed).

Credit Check – Make sure your credit report is 
accurate and up to date.

Solicitor or Conveyancer – Research and choose 
before your offer is accepted.

From the moment you start looking to the day 
you get your keys, we’re here to guide you: 
Local experꢀse to help you find the right area  
and home.

Advice on offers, negotiations, and market 
conditions.

Clear communicaꢀon with sellers, solicitors,  
and mortgage advisers.

Support through every step until you  
move in.
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HOW WE CAN HELP...

FIR ST TIME BUYER TIPS
Be Realisꢀc – Your first home might not tick every 
box, but it should suit your needs and budget.

Ask Quesꢀons – About property condition, 
running costs, and local amenities.

Budget for Extras – Removal costs, furniture, any 
repairs, surveys and conveyancing costs. 

Stay Organised – Keep all documents, dates, and 
contact details in one place.
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